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     The VA Black Hills Health Care System is initiating a volunteer hospice 
program aimed at ensuring that Veteran hospice residents are provided 
comforting companionship during their final days and hours.  The program 
is modeled after the national No One Dies Alone program that was devel-
oped in 1988.   
     No Veteran Dies Alone (NVDA) provides the reassuring presence of a 
volunteer companion to patients in their final hours who would otherwise 
be alone.   
     Companion volunteers assist in providing patients with a dignified and 
comforted death.  They must be willing to hold the hand of the patient, play 
music, read to the patient, and pro-
vide other comfort care measures.  
They may choose to provide regu-
larly scheduled hospice coverage as 
well as being on call.  Program vol-
unteers do not provide nursing 
care, and only assist as trained compassionate companions. 
     All NVDA companions must first be processed in as volunteers including 
fingerprinting, PPD (TB) testing, as well as attend hospice education.   
     A special hospice/NVDA class will be held on Tuesday, November 22, 
2011, from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm in Building 148, Room C108 the Fort 
Meade VA Medical Center, 113 Comanche Road, Fort Meade, SD.   
     Persons interested in becoming a volunteer in the NVDA program 
should contact Cheryl Rieniets at the VA Black Hills Volunteer Service Pro-
gram Office at 605-347-7206. 
 

  

No veteran dies alone 
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Fallen heroes banners to be 

displayed at SDNG museum 

sympathies 

      

     A memorial service for Doug  Brown will be held on Friday, 

December 2, at 3:00 pm, in the 4th Floor Auditorium of the VA 

Medical Center (2501 W. 22nd Street) in Sioux Falls.      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The “Fallen Heroes” banner display will be featured Nov. 28 -Dec. 22  at the South Dakota Nation-
al Guard Museum (301 E. Dakota Avenue) in Pierre.  Museum hours are 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., Monday – 
Friday. 
     The banners were created in honor of South Dakota military personnel who lost their lives in Op-
eration Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom.  
     “Having the banners on display at the National Guard Museum affords visitors traveling to Pierre 
an opportunity to see the annual Christmas tree display at the Capitol and the Fallen Heroes Ban-
ners at the museum,” said Bob Kusser, manager of the museum.  
     The National Guard Museum’s mission is to preserve and 
honor the history of the South Dakota National Guard from the 
days of Dakota Territory (1860s) to the present day, with em-
phasis on the various wars and conflicts.  The goal is to create a 
greater understanding of the significant role played by the 
South Dakota National Guard throughout history by caring for 
and preserving collections of historical documents and artifacts. 
 
 
 



         To fulfill its mis-
sion, it is essential 
for Veterans Health 
Administration 
(VHA) to recruit and 
retain skilled, dedi-
cated, high-
performing employ-
ees, as well as to de-
velop a talented suc-
cession pipeline.    

      VHA’s goal is to 
continue to build a 
diverse, results-
driven, multi-
generational work-
force, especially as 
the current work-
force at VHA con-
sists of an increasing 
percentage of em-
ployees who are eli-
gible for retirement.  

     The VA, in con-
junction with VHA, 
will be airing three 
new recruitment 
messages.   

     This ad provides 
more information, 
also the messages 
can be viewed at : 

     http://
www.vacareers.va.gov/
career-life/TV/
the_faces_of_va.html 
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Va develops new recruitment message 
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Additional resources for Veterans 

     Utilize these resources to see that tools are available to help veterans translate their military skills for 
the civilian workforce and to aid them in their search for jobs.   More information can be found at the fol-
lowing links:   

http://www.whitehouse.gov/joiningforces/resources 

https://www.nationalresourcedirectory.gov/home/veterans_job_bank 

http://www.dol.gov/vets/goldcard.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



November 17-—SD Veterans Council Legislator Roundtable—Aberdeen 

November 18-—SD Veterans Council Legislator Roundtable—Chamberlain 

November 19-—SD Veterans Council Legislator Roundtable—Piedmont 

November 22– NVDA Hospice Training—VA, Fort Meade 

November 24-25—State Offices Closed 

December 2—SD Veterans Council Legislator Roundtable—Watertown 

December 3—SD Veterans Council Legislator Roundtable—Sioux Falls 

December 10—National Wreaths Across America Remembrance 

December 26—State Offices Closed 

January 2—State Offices Closed 

Upcoming events 
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